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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. To note the actions taken by the Cultural Services team to utilise funding received 
through Arts Council England from the Cultural Recovery Fund during the closure 
of Stamford Arts Centre and the Guildhall Arts Centre due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

2. To review the proposed Cultural Services Activity Plan programme for 2021-22. 

3. To advise on the priorities of the proposed programme. 

4. To advise on potential additions or further review of the proposed programme.  
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1 Background 

1.1 In August 2020, South Kesteven District Council submitted an application to the Cultural 

Recovery Fund, administered by Arts Council England. 

1.2 The funding was part of a package of £1.57bn funding announced by the government to 

support cultural venues and organisations as they respond to the financial and operational 

pressures of Covid-19. 

1.3 South Kesteven District Council was awarded £230,000 from the fund on 12 October 2020 

1.4 The funding will provide support to both Stamford Arts Centre and the Guildhall Arts 

Centre in Grantham due to limited operational activities and closures until the end of 

March 2021. 

1.5 The proposed Service Action Plan for Cultural Services includes several areas relating to 

cultural recovery initiatives for the creative sector. 

1.6 The proposals will support delivery of South Kesteven District Council’s Corporate Plan 

and the Cultural Strategy. 

1.7 Working in collaboration with other departments will offer greater efficiency and benefits to 

residents. 

1.8 A prioritised plan will ensure that resources, skills and partnerships all contribute 

effectively and respond to wider initiatives and delivery against agreed Key Performance 

Indicators.      

2 Financial Implications  

2.1 The Cultural Services programme will be funded through the Cultural Services allocated 

programme budget and, where appropriate, supported by funding received from Arts 

Council England and other bodies. 

2.2 Cultural Recovery Fund monitoring will be embedded in the monthly budget monitoring for 

the service and will be reported to Arts Council England in line with the terms of the 

funding agreement with them.  

Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance 

3 Legal and Governance Implications  

3.1 There are no specific Legal and Governance Implications relating to the Action Plan 

Programme.  

3.2 Cultural Recovery Fund monitoring will be embedded in the monthly budget monitoring for 

the service and will be reported to Arts Council England in line with the terms of the 

funding agreement with them.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 

4 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

4.1 The Cultural Services’ online programme is specifically targeted at a digital audience 

during the enforced closure of Stamford Arts Centre and the Guildhall Arts Centre due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic. Some residents will not be able to engage with the material due to 

issues accessing the internet and social media platforms.  



 

 
 

4.2 Where possible, some areas of the programme will be shared more broadly with residents 

through exhibitions and events held at both arts centres when it is physically possible to 

reopen an arts programme to the general public.  

4.3 The online initiative will provide residents access to a wide range of events without the 

need to leave their homes, travel or pay for tickets. 

4.4 Where necessary, relevant permissions will be sought to include content from children and 

young people.    

4.5 Activity Planning for 2021-22 will put accessibility at the heart of improving cultural 

engagement with all residents. 

4.6 Activity Planning for 2021-22 will ensure appropriate safeguarding measures are followed 

and implemented for all relevant cultural activities. 

5 Risk and Mitigation 

5.1 Individual Activity Plans will include specific references to Risk and Mitigation as 

necessary. 

5.2 The Cultural Recovery Fund grant has been awarded in line with Arts Council England’s 

general terms and conditions. This funding will be monitored by Cultural Services and 

Finance as part of monthly budget monitoring and relevant feedback supplied through a 

Final Activity Report submitted to Arts Council England as required. 

 

6 Community Safety Implications  

6.1 Individual Activity Plans will include specific references to Community Safety Implications 

as necessary. 

7 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

7.1 A digital programme will support a significant reduction in producing printed material and 

reducing the need for participants and attendees to travel to events.  

7.2 The Cultural Strategy makes a commitment to: Supporting initiatives to ensure existing 

and planned festivals and events are environmentally sustainable, demonstrating best 

practice and sharing expertise, to align with the council’s Climate Emergency declaration.  

8 Other Implications (where significant)  

8.1 None. 

 


